17th SEAAP Conference 

Philo of Alexandria, De aeternitate mundi
Vienna, 23-24 October 2025
Department of Philosophy, Universitätsstrasse 7, 3rd Floor, Hörsaal 3A
Thursday 23 October
9.15–9.30  Welcome address George Karamanolis and Victor Ilievski
9.30-10.45
1. Introductory talk: George Karamanolis, Philo’s De aeternitate mundi and its sources
Coffee break: 10.45-11.00
11.00-12.15
2. Sections 1-19: Filip Karfik, Definition of key notions (Kosmos and destruction). Three prominent theories of the world’s creation (created and destructible, uncreated and indestructible, created and indestructible)
Coffee break: 12.15-12.30
12.30-13.45
3. Sections 20-38: Peter Lautner, Three (Peripatetic) arguments for the world’s indestructability (no external or internal cause, no possibility of dissolution of parts, power to preserve its nature)
Lunch: 13.45-15.30
15.30-16.45
4. Sections 39-54: Pantelis Golitsis, Three additional (Peripatetic) arguments (theological argument, indestructability of providence, eternity of time)
Coffee break: 16.45-17.15
17.15-18.30
5. Sections 55-75: László Bene, Five arguments of the Peripatetic Critolaus (the eternal reproduction of humanity, the world as universal cause, the world’s perfection, no cause of death applicable, the endlessness of fate)
Dinner: 20.00 
Friday, 24 October
9.30-10.45
6. Sections 76-93: Máté Veres, Arguments of the Stoic Boethus (absurdity of destruction by something non-existent, none of three methods of destruction applicable, conflagration contradictory to perpetual divine activity, conflagration impossible)
Coffee break: 10.45-11.15
11.15-12.30
7. Sections 94-116: Viktor Ilievski, Arguments against the Stoics and their replies (three arguments against the Stoic claim that fire is the seed of the world, two arguments against conflagration, theological argument, the world cannot be destroyed by addition, subtraction, and transposition)
Coffee break: 12.30-12.45
12.45-14.00
8. Sections 117-131: Katerina Ierodiakonou, Theophrastus and four Stoic arguments against the world’s eternity (an everlasting world would be turned destructible by rain, water, and earth if elements are destructible -  mankind not everlasting - so neither the world)
Lunch: 14.00-15.30
15.30-16.45
9. Sections 132-150: Dániel Kovács, Theophrastus’ refutation of the Stoic arguments (bulk of matter remains permanent, submersion compensated by emergence, destruction of elements does not imply destruction of the whole, the destructions of civilizations only partial)
Coffee break: 16.45-17.15
17.15-18.30
10. Closing talk: Andrea Falcon, On the Notion of Eternity
Dinner: 20.00
